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■biSTHlilXi CHUHCH-BUC122YE 

Juet Vh0 “ the Protectant Church vac «„ t lut . 

reduced lute the ureenleler Valley, there are records to shor 

rut as early as 1843 there ras a vail or 6 anizod aud prosperous 
circuit lu this valley. On the roll of the nusrterly conference 
-ere the names of many of the most prominent and Influential 
oitl-eiis of the valley. 

Perhaps the oldest society in Pocahontas county Is at 
the Bethel Church in Buckeye. a small villose a few miles down the 
-.c-ley from Clinton. It is related that when the first Methodist 
Protestant minister cane into this community, he ras refused the 
prlvele f e of preaching at tha sama place there the 11. S. ministers 
hel ,J89n h3l41n,r PerTloe ^ n hether this vr.s at a privets house 
" ^ W1C meetinS h0US0 16 »*«».«. Hr. John Buchley not 

! " UrCh ° ;: " ar> ^ to Preach at Ms hou,.. 

otctlo’, as airily accepted, aud a hour.efell of people 

.*? t# **' tWP ^ <* -thodlst- preach hi. first 

■ th8t uo " r ' ,u ' it c- «>• people vers CO veil ..leased that a 

’-ooD.v.e.rtci • -•-+ *■ ~ 

6ut t0 at once niid built i lo t r 

■ J J lot 

° t0re riVe4 the roof. James Holers 

-Pet . calo„s an, devout adherent of this church. 


v i.rte;-' 



As soon «-r. the meeting house w&b completed the new 
-Ir.ister h'13 a rovivrl meeting mid many of the nen -ho hnd helped 

t 3 tuild the house v ere converted, end boccne charter mtmhcrE of the 
society tiltt v.aa formed at tho close of the meetings. hhile the 
revival v.ou in progress & even teen of tiie young people left & 
irtyer-roeting et the H. j2. U fcurch end attended tho revival eer- 
••ices. Por this act they v ere o::pellod from the M. 2. Church. 
t?hen the M. B. class v.es formed theee 17 and eighteen others(55 in 
all) tho had formerly been members of the 11. iS. Church, joined the 
ne' v society formed at the new log church, then known ef Buchley 
Church, hut now called Bethel. 

The oldest records show that Bethel Church had more than 
one hundred members in 1853; among them v/ere many of the most 
prominent citizens of the community.The Overholt, Buckley, McNeill, 
Rogers and McZeever families were leaders in tho society. Old 

Bethel church has given to the conference tv*o itinerant ministers 
and a fev- local preachers of ability. Dr. A. L. MoKeever and his 
half brother Rev. Moore McNeill, were members here. Three ministers 
wives have come from the membership of Bethel church:ilrs. Rev. 

B. Boggs, who was dabine Baishley Buckley, named for Dr. L&ishle 
‘•ife; Mrs. Rev. M.M. Uverly, who v-as a Miss Overholt; Mrs. Rev. 

B. **, Mitchell, who as Miss Nlicabeth Prances Pennell. 

Joshua Buckley, Jonathan McNeill, Jones Rogers, ».'illiam 
Auldr^e, Nellie Rogers, Elizabeth Piercing, Ruth Jlee, Polly Zee, 
Aiigeliue McNeill, Mzcy Bucklep, and Polly Buckley were pome of the 
members at Bethel. Seorge McKeever, n Aunt Nancy McNeill," 
-rs. Ponn-.ll, Mr. oi.i Mrs. Billiam McNeill and Mr. and Mrs. 

John Buckley are wrong the older members not*.( 1920 ) 
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xha present ) ouae worship nt Buckeye v-ae Vullt untcr th 
the astor&te of H e v. George V». Jbtrrejt, Pnd Rev. II. L. Snith 

as sistant, iu 1982. It is a neat, commodious, frnmd^bul lding, and 
very creditable to the community nnd to the Method!et Protestant 

Jci.^r.iUhti on. 

-’’he Greenbrier Valley has produced many able end 
ii. tingui^hed ninistere. And to old bathe ychurch at buckeye, 
belongs the honor of having given to the \<eet Virginia conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Uhurch, one of its prominent and 
successful ministers, v ho for than forty years was active in 
the work of the conference. 

Dr. licZeever v a s born July PA, 1844. b e united with 
the nethoiist Protestant Church at buckeye in 18GG, and rae licened 
to preach by the quarterly conference of the Pocahontas circuit. 

He *•■££ admitted to membership in the annual conference with that 
famous class of 1871, six of whom served as presidents of the 
conference in sucession: B. -tout, A. L. ilclleever, D. G. Helmick, 

D. C. Weese, J. M. Conaway and i3. J* xilson. 

Brother McKeever served many of the leading chargee of 
the district, including: Harrison, Lewis, GeorgetovTi, Buckhrmnon, 
Llarion, lit. Morris and Plemington circuits. He served tv o years 
as president, and vas eeveral times a 1 legate to the General 
Conference sessions, be preached his first sermon on Beaver Creek. 

Hr. Uekeever married Miss ciarah Young. One of hie sonE 

Dr. Otto D, McHeever, is a distinguished minister of the Li. 13. 
cr.urc'., and l famous lecturer. 

The Methodist Protestant Church 

in -*est Virginia -Hev. I. A. D 

- -Loyal.' 


Prom- 
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Aa old church reoord kept b„ John Burley »hm that in 
1S-.I Tfconae U. Icherwood was the pan tor of tho buckeye church. 

John B. Buckley who now has the record s-eye that he in of the 
opiui 'u tnat lehervood v/aa the first minister to serve this church. 


ai l ,v es probably t^e one who \vi.q refused permission to proach in 


t e M. church. He says that the Methodist Bpiscopels ' ere very 
strict at that tine and never permitted any one of another 
denomination to use their church, and for this very reason they 
lost their influence in the community and for a tine had very 


few numbers, i’iiially e men by the name of Harper was sent to take 
over the pastorale, he allowed them some liberality and succeeded 
in organising a right good class, V.ut it v/ac never a? strong 
as it had been before they expelled some of the members for going 


to the Method:'st i'rotestant meeting. 

According to this record : the next minister f to follow’ 
Ishrrv’oodjVjfis William Holton. It gives the class list for 
1841 as follows; 

William H. Linsey (probably lindsny) 
raul linsey " " 


Iiary Hsmey, Cutlip Geiger, Sarah Geiger, 

James iS. Johnson, Blisabeth Barlow, Hough A. oharp. 


Virginia McKeill, Mary -3. Moore, Henry lloore, 
Francis Harper, William Harper, Jonathan Moiieill, 
Mildred McHeill, William w. McHeill, Kachel Thomas, 
Jenny kennison, William wollins, Charles Collins, 
Samuel Collins, John Cassell, Mary J. Cassell, 


Margaret Gum, Janes Cum, llcbride Gun, 

"-ary J hnson, Hernh Johns m, Bli::a Johnson, 
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Arthur ahurp, 3 , , fc*, Star,. 

p ’ Aj,dreE tf rimeu. Margaret tiri.ua 8 
J lLhta,r - highti,ar, hm tl£htMr> 

^ 1 ' 5fihtnSr ' Seahal M uClure, tiaorga *.Wli n . 

St .-a". H.Leu. hlin, Klinah.th M.Corda. w McCord.. 

J 'hn McCorcle, SatiUei «lh 00n> ttoo8 . 


Jacob Shiuaberrv. 

^ ^ s W.naberry, A^um 3'.Innbcrry, 

Jesse Gregory, JAary iillen Buckley, 
Jobhua Buckley, Lucenda Buckley, Huth jfiliza Buckley, 
Elizabeth Buckley, Harmon Sharp, hilliam Sharp, 

Hough Calvin Sharp, Uary alien Sharp, Clarisa Bolton, 


Elizabeth Bolton, 


Shinn Melleill, Rachel Kellison, 


iAartha Kellison, James Kellison. 

■tfrom this class list, one can easily see that this 
ner; n.ind of Methodism attracted people from the surrounding 
countryside for a radius of many miles, from Browns Creek, Poage 
lane, sik and many other communities. This list .however, 
five the names of the Uverholts, Pennells and liCKeevers^who we're- 
al l loyal members. Perhaps they did not join until a later date. 


i6T » Buckley says that all of those who were expelled 
from the M. 3. church, remained loyal members of the M. P. church, 
n<ner retu rJiing to the JA. H. church. ue 8 aid that in 1853 there 
* re 105 ambers in the Bethel church at Buckeye but that later 
tr -ej Eent in some uneducated preachers and the people got so 
^•-ou.aged and disgusted because they could not compete with the 
churches that they drifted off. Only n few remained loyal. 
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/ j».n th.j- >ont in b.tt.r p„. oh . 

f .0 bum UP th. 0 lBae «"» "- 

Suud».v oohool together for nn , 111 fcela the 

mH ny yearn durlnr ,v. », 

uneduoated preachers were *here fc ne tlrie that tbe 

■i'here has been no Uethodist f r „, . 

roteatant minister at thle 
ohurch for the last ten years, and at the 

the present time(l‘j 40 l 

there are only five members. 40J 

SUEaU -r.. i<anoy UeHslil, 

Lottie Pennell, Mra Margeret Thomas, 

and John B. Buckle u 

y« Mr. Buckley Bays that none 

of them are able to get out to church because of their age. All 
of the younger members have joined some other denomination. 

According to Prices History, Lioore UcMeill, the youngeet 
son of William he teacher, became a preacher, end entered the 
itineracy of the auspices of the Uethodist Protestant Uhurch, and 
traveled many years with marked success cud acceptance in the co ntier 
of West Virginia bordering the Ohio River. 

Asa Bhinn llclleill was also a preacher, hut for some reason 
never took a regular circuit. He, however ras considered a very 
able preacher, often substituting for other ministers end presiding 
Hlders. 


Mr. Buckley says that as far back as he can remember, 
the Presbyterians have used this church, with Hr 1 . Dunlap, Davis 
aydenstricker and V«m T. Price as their earliest preachers, do 
doubt the same ones that served other Presbyterian churches also 
preached to this Presbyterian class at Buckeye. The first 
Presbyterian .’.embers at this church were the UcClintics. 

P l r meny years thip church has been served by the Presbyterian 


minister from the Marlinton ohurch. 





